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“A highlight of my first Annual Dinner was the speech welcoming 
visitors from other Tasmanian walking clubs - even though the speaker 
wasn't present. 

It came via tape recorder from a man nearly a hundred years old but 
with a mind like a steel trap. Club co-founder ET Emmett, for quite a 
few years, had apparently given witty and brief talks at the Dinners. But 
in the winter of 1968 his health didn't permit him to venture out to the 
Beach House Hotel in Sandy Bay. Yet his pithy speech included an 
anecdote that has stayed with me through the years. 

As Director of Tourism, ET had commissioned a painting by the artist 
Harry Kelly. Emblazoned across it were the words: Cool off in 
Tasmania. He said the poster had been intended for use in 
Queensland and Western Australia. However, he recalled walking 
down Sturt St, Ballarat in a snowstorm and seeing in a travel agency 
window "Cool off in Tasmania".” 

Submission from John Cannon



Source: https://www.utas.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/416846/Poster-exhibition.pdf

https://www.utas.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/416846/Poster-exhibition.pdf


Source: https://www.utas.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/416846/Poster-exhibition.pdf

https://www.utas.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/416846/Poster-exhibition.pdf


Did You Know … that 
in 1939 an open ice 
skating rink was built 
near the Pinnacle by 
the Hobart Walking 
Club? 

However it is reported 
that it didn’t hold ice 
well and suffered from 
‘a wind sculpted 
surface’ and so was 
not used for long. 

Submission from 
Rupert Manners Source: https://hikinginsetasmania.blogspot.com/2014/02/mount-

wellington-huts-and-ruins.html

https://hikinginsetasmania.blogspot.com/2014/02/mount-wellington-huts-and-ruins.html


Did You Know … the Club once had the 

job of carrying a new chimney up to the 

hut on the Hartz Mountains? 

In December 1951 a party of six club 

members were given the job of taking a 

new galvanised iron chimney up to the 

hut. 

Bob Wyatt was a member of that party 

and recalls: "I think I was the youngest 

member of the party and I was given the 

back of the chimney to carry. It was very 

wide and awkward to carry, roped on to 

my pack. I had to have someone help 

me to take off my pack when we 

stopped for a breather" …..
Source: Jack Thwaites Collection, Tasmanian Archives

https://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-990

Source: Jack Thwaites Collection, Tasmanian Archives 

https://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-989

https://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-990
https://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-989


… Years later when the road got 
closer the hut was vandalised 
and eventually removed. Bob 
recalls "I was looking around the 
burnt out ruins of the hut and 
found a small section of the old 
chimney, now well rusted. 
Memories came flooding back 
about carrying it up there, so I 
picked up the scrap and took it 
home. It now hangs in my 
workshop as a reminder of that 
trip".

Submission from Bob Wyatt

Source: Bob Wyatt



Did You Know...that when the Olympic games were on in 

Australia in 1956, the Olympic flame was carried around Australia 

in a miner's lamp?

When it came to Tasmania a small party from the Hobart Walking 

Club decided that they should take it to Mt Olympus in Tasmania. 

Bruce Davis, Ted Lilley and Jim and Una Brown went to Derwent 

Bridge and when the flame arrived it was used to light a hurricane 

lamp, then the flame continued on to Queenstown. Our walkers 

carried the hurricane lamp along the road to Cynthia Bay and then 

along the track to Waters Meet at the foot of Mt Olympus. The 

flame was used to light a fire beside the track and no doubt boil a 

billy of tea to celebrate the flame being taken halfway around 

the world - Olympus to Olympus! From Circular No. 106, January 

1957. Submitted by Bob Wyatt.



Source: Jack Thwaites Collection, Tasmanian Archives https://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-72

Boot repairs 

by Jim 

Brown at 

Arthur 

Plains Camp 

(Una

Williams, 

Jim Brown 

and David 

Sargison in 

background)

https://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-72
https://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-72


Lake Rhona 1958  … Do you know … who is who?





Lake Rhona 1958Lake Rhona 1958  …



CHRISTMAS BUDDIES TRAINING TRIP 

24th December 1958 – 4th January 1959 

Source: Jenny Ford



CHRISTMAS BUDDIES TRAINING TRIP 

24th December 1958 – 4th January 1959

The party was Bruce and Rosalie Davis (co-leaders), Barry Ford, Lex Johnson, 

Bruce Synott, John Hardwick, Jim Peterson, Bob Tuck, Jenny Watt, Colleen 

Dodge, Rosemary Adams and June Knight. We flew into Lake Pedder on 24th

December, cost 6 pounds each.  At Lake Pedder we climbed Buckies Bonnet and 

Frankland Peak before walking down the Arthur Plains to Junction Creek to camp. 

Then on to camp under Peak 25/Mt Scorpio now.  Next day a day trip up Peak 25.  

On to Lake Rosanne and a day climb of West Portal.  Then to the Cracroft

Crossing, up Blandfordia Ridge to North lake, then Blakes Opening and out to the 

Arve Road to be transported home by our families. We had airdrops at Junction 

Creek and Cracroft Crossing.  On the trip we had a boys nobbly knees 

competition - great fun - and lots of extra goodies to eat from the airdrops.  I have 

very special memories of this first trip as a 16 year old new member of the Hobart 

Walking Club. Submission from Jenny Ford



Source: Jenny Ford

CHRISTMAS BUDDIES TRAINING TRIP: Knobbly Knee Competition  



Did You Know...about an expedition the 

club had to save some King Billy Pines on 

Mt Murchison? 

The trip was arranged by Olegas

Truchanas to collect seedling pines 

growing under the power line easement 

that would no doubt be periodically 

cleared. The idea was to collect the 

seedlings in containers and carefully 

bring them  back for distribution in parks 

and gardens in Hobart. It was a very 

worthwhile effort. PS. We also climbed 

Mt Murchison! 

Submission by Bob Wyatt

Bob Wyatt, Tim Christie and two other walkers crossing a stream 

with the seedlings carefully loaded on our packs, November 1963.    

Source: Bob Wyatt



Did you know … following the bushfire that swept up from 

the Lyell Highway into the Frenchmans Cap National Park in 

1966, FTBC (now Bushwalking Tas) organised King Billy 

pine planting around Lake Tahune?

Chief organisers were Heather Gulline HWC, who was also 

a Uni of Tas botanist, and Peter Sims NWWC. Heather 

organised seed collecting expeditions in Mt Field National 

Park, and this was followed by plantings at Lake Tahune. 

Unfortunately it was not a great success but at least they 

tried. 

Submission from John Cannon



Doris Wythes and her 

two children on Mt 

Mawson gathering 

seeds for HWC to take 

to Frenchmans Cap 

National Park to replace 

flora lost in the bushfire 

which destroyed 

Tahune Hut and area in 

November 1966.

Source: Jack Thwaites Collection, Tasmanian 

Archives https://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-4025

https://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-4025


Did you know … there were many members who lost their 

home and all their possessions in the disastrous fires in Hobart 

in 1967?

The Executive Committee established a fund to purchase 

walking equipment to replace members’ gear lost in the fire. 

The fund called OPERATION RUCKSACK was opened with 

$100 from Club funds. All walks were cancelled but leaders 

were asked to lead working bees to clean up members’ homes 

and in the country to clear fence lines to make way for new 

ones. Prospective members were advised that these working 

bees would be counted as a qualifying walk. Donations rolled in 

reaching $700. Submission from Bob Wyatt, President 1967/68 



“Bob and Mrs 

Wyatt cutting 

Bob's birthday 

cake at the 

Hobart Walking 

Club anniversary 

walk to the Rock 

Cabin - Mt 

Wellington. 

1967”

Source: Jack Thwaites Collection, Tasmanian Archiveshttps://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-4370

https://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-4370


Did You Know... the club had clubrooms at 68 Brisbane Street? 

A Club Rooms Subcommittee was appointed and after a request for 

furnishings was made the rooms soon became a home away from 

home. The rooms were open several nights each week and also two 

lunch times that became very popular particularly among new members 

and younger members as a place to chat and plan trips. There were 

several rooms available for meetings as well as places for card games, 

equipment displays, slide shows and folk singing or records to play. 

Some of the older members were asked to host an afternoon tea and 

chat about their early trips. There were White Elephant Sales and Dutch 

Auctions to raise funds for the rooms as well as panel discussions on 

controversial topics, dancing classes and chess competitions. A change 

of ownership of the premises caused a triple rise of the rent and the 

rooms were vacated. Trials of two other premises were not successful 

and poor attendance resulted in abandoning the project. 



Sketch of the 

premises on the 

cover of the Circular 

in June 1969

(Submission from Bob Wyatt, President 1967/68)



Did You Know …  in 

1938 Luckmans Hut 

was built by the Hobart 

Walking Club and used 

as a base in winter by 

skiers and ice skaters?

It was originally named 

the Mt Wellington 

Hobart Walking Club 

Hut. (Submission from Rupert 

Manners; source Wellington 

Parks website)
Source: Geoff Morffew. Thursday Walkers Lunching at the Hut January 2017.



Did You Know … the HWC circular was 

originally printed by a Gestetner cylinder which 

needed to be inked regularly? 

HLM Don Closs saved many a circular closing 

day by inking the temperamental machine just 

in time (and sometimes inking himself!)  The 

small print was on a stencil and one needed 

good eyesight up till July 1987 when – hooray! 

a new printer delivered larger print.  The 

circular information was typed mainly by club 

stalwart, Sylvia Ledger, who worked like a well-

oiled machine to assist Don.  

Submission from Sheila Reynolds



Source: Sheila Reynolds



Did You Know about Selma Sheeproasts? … Social activities 

were highly popular in the 1980’s, especially events for families.  A 

sheeproast at club member Pat McRae’s property Selma near 

Bothwell was held in March 1980.  It was so popular that a second 

one was held the same year in November.

Source: Allport Library and Museum of Fine Arts, State Library of Tasmania 

https://stors.tas.gov.au/AUTAS001131820649j2k

Thereafter the sheeproasts were 
held annually for the next six years 
plus five years in the 1990’s, the 
final, 1998, at Charles Rankin’s 
property Hawksmere in Campania, 
totalling 13 roasts over 18 years. 

Submission from Sheila Reynolds

https://stors.tas.gov.au/AUTAS001131820649j2k


Source: Sheila Reynolds



DID YOU KNOW...that the club was once locked out of the Philip Smith 

Centre? 

"Owing to circumstances beyond our control" the September general 

meeting was held in the grounds of the Philip Smith Centre amid the 

drifting petals of the ornamental trees. The President called the assembly 

together and the Secretary read the minutes of the August meeting. Some 

walks reports were made, Peter Allnutt made a plea for photographs 

suitable for the forthcoming issue of the Tasmanian Tramp and the 

President congratulated Dugald McDougall on the recent honour accorded 

him for services to Scouting. This was carried by acclamation and a 

standing ovation (there were no seats) while an astonished plover flew 

screeching overhead. There being no other general business, the meeting 

closed with members dispersing to eat the plate of supper they had 

brought. In other words, we were LOCKED OUT, but, true to form, the Club 

carried on regardless. Reported by Jessie Luckman in the October Circular 1988. 



Source: Jack Thwaites Collection, Tasmanian Archives. 

https://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-2291

The president (Bruce Davis) and past presidents of the Hobart Walking 

Club - Taken on 30th anniversary walk to the Rock Cabin Mt Wellington.

Back Row: Chris McDougall, Les Goodey, 

Max Gilbert. Middle: Peter Allnutt, 

Jessie Luckman, Mrs Seager, Leo 

Luckman. Front: Jack Thwaites, E.T. 

Emmett, Bruce Davis and Lindsay 

Whitham.

https://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-2291


No, well years ago Ron Smith introduced John Wythes to Jim Brown and all 
three became good friends. They were great walkers and inspired by Ron 
they delighted in awarding each other points for good bushmanship and 
demerits for serious errors in navigation. John recalled in an article in the 
Tasmanian Tramp about Jim that, inspired by Ron, it was Jim that invented 
the 'Smith Leather Medal' for meritorious bushwalking. I had often wondered 
if there was a real 'Smith Leather Medal' and one day in conversation with 
Ken Iredale he said he had one but could not remember why he got the 
award. He kindly allowed me to photograph it. Did you notice all these 
walkers were Life Members of the Club! 

Submission and photo from Bob Wyatt

Did You Know...about or did you ever earn a 

'Smith Leather Medal'? 



Jack Thwaites and Ron 

Smith at Cambridge 

Aerodome after food 

drop on Goon Moor and 

Cracroft Plains for 

Hobart Walking Club 

Official Trip to 

Federation Peak. Roy 

Goon, Brown & 

Dureau's pilot took 

photo.
Source: Jack Thwaites Collection, Tasmanian 

Archives.”https://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-55

https://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-55


Source: Jack Thwaites Collection, Tasmanian Archives.” https://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-3321

Bruce and 

Rosalie Davis

https://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-3321


Did You Know about the Search and Rescue Exercise on 

Thark Ridge 6-7th October 1956 organised by Bruce Davis?

The Club, in conjunction with the Aero Club and Police tested 

the use of new ground to air and air to ground signals to be 

used in searches.  At the time, the Wireless Institute was 

working on a design for lighter more practicable radio sets for 

use in searches. This was before the days of mobile phones 

and the like!  The Police base radio was set up near the old 

ice skating rink close to the Big Bend on Mt Wellington.  

Rosalie Davis was the “patient” injured with a suspected 

broken leg ( on the side of Thark Ridge) ….



… An Aero Club plane flew over the rescue party and a 

ground signal was sent indicating that the patient had been 

found and was being evacuated.  The plane acknowledged 

that the ground signal had been understood by aerial 

manoeuvre and then proceeded to drop a message to the 

search base.  However in flying in low, the plane was caught 

in a down draft and crashed.  After the Aero Club engineer 

had inspected the wreck, Club members “dismembered” the 

plane and loaded it onto Leo Luckman’s truck.  It caused 

quite a sight as we passed through the City on the way back 

to Cambridge.  So ended Search and Rescue Exercise No 5!

Submission and following two photos from Barry Ford







Did You Know … a visit was made by 
24 members of the Sierra Club of USA 
in 1972-73?  

The Club participated in the 
construction of the Rodway Ski tow.  A 
public risk insurance policy was 
arranged to cover members during Club 
trips in Tasmania.  A massive effort was 
put in to conservation issues in seven 
areas of concern. 

Submitted by Vicki Martin. Source: 
Hobart Walking Club Inc - A Record of 
81 years. Source:  Jack Thwaites Collection, Tasmanian 

Archives.”https://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-406

https://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-406


Did you know.... a long time ago in wilderness then to be 
conquered, some of Tasmania's explorers and bushwalkers, 
used to make their routes through the wilderness using not only 
machetes, shears and handsaws, but also matches?

It happened from time to time that a desirable distant 
destination would be more easily reached if the intervening 
scrub wasn't there. Now and then, a campfire, not properly 
extinguished might burn an area containing an inconvenient bit 
of thick scrub. Now and then, a match might be dropped after 
lighting a pipe such that impenetrable wilderness was easily 
traversable the following season. It is said that a particular 
group of walkers managed to accidentally burn out their own 
campsite more than once. Those days are gone, but there is a 
Tramp article way back in the dusty past issues, that sheds a 
chink of light on this practice. Submission by Midj Jones.



Source: Jack Thwaites Collection, Tasmanian 

Archives. https://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-323

Camp at Lake 

Vera on track to 

Frenchmans Cap -

Hobart Walking 

Club Easter trip 

1948.
(Disclaimer: There is no 

suggestion that this group is the 

group referred to in the previous 

slide).

https://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-323


DID YOU KNOW.......that the club used to have very 

realistic search and rescue exercises? 

They were arranged by the Search and Rescue 

Subcommittee and they often proved to be great fun 

as well as good training. Members were split into 

parties to search for the victim, then report back to 

Control to arrange the rescue. There was one 

exercise in the Hartz Mountains that proved to be 

very realistic. The victim was found on the western 

side of Lake Esperance. The usual arrangement was 

that the lightest member of the rescue party became 

the victim and was laced into the club's search and 

rescue stretcher after attending to the supposed 

wounds and bleeding. On this occasion Rosalie 

Davis was the unfortunate victim. …



….. The scrub around the lake was too thick to 
carry the stretcher so it was decided to wade 
around the shore in water that got almost waist 
deep. Rosalie must have been in fear of being 
tipped out into a very cold lake and being bound up 
with bandages unable to move. The rescuers, as 
well as the victim,  were very pleased to get on to 
dry land. Jim Brown reported on the rescue at the 
next meeting of the club and the event was depicted 
with a sketch on the cover of the November 1964 
Circular.

Submission, photo and illustration provided by Bob 
Wyatt



Source: Sheila Reynolds



DID YOU KNOW........that the Club rebuilt the log cabin bakery at 
the Steppes? 

Jack Thwaites regularly visited the Steppes with members of the 
club in the days when Miss Madge Wilson lived there. I think Jack 
was asked if the club could help to rebuild the bakehouse as the 
bottom logs were rotting and the building was in danger of 
collapsing. We spent several weekends rebuilding the cabin strictly 
in accordance with plans supplied by Parks. I think we were all very 
pleased with our  work after it was finished. At other times we went 
for a walk to Lagoon of Islands or to Goldies Sugarloaf and at night 
go dancing at the Steppes Hall. Do any members recall walking 
back to the Steppes from the hall along the highway by the light of 
the stars? 

Submission and photo by Bob Wyatt



Jack Thwaites and Phyl Wyatt using a crosscut saw during the rebuilding of the 

Steppes bakehouse. Lloyd Percy holding the log secure.......Yes, it is snow on 

the ground! 



Did You Know … about the 1959 Club trip to Maria Island on 

the S.S. Sorrento? (To the tune of “Come back to Sorrento”).

Once last year as I remember, 

We were on the ship Sorrento,

We went to Maria Island

Off Tasmania’s Eastern Shore.

All went well until the Narrows,

Where the ship began to roll,

We were thrown around like marrows, 

And sea-sickness took its toll.
Source: Jack Thwaites Collection, Tasmanian Archives. 

https://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-876

https://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-876


We’d been eating fancy dishes,

Stew and egg and bacon pie,

But we soon all fed the fishes,

Poor old Shotty hoped to die.

Everyone was in a tangle,

Everything was such a wreck,

And the pots danced a fan-dangle

As they rolled around the deck.
Source: Jack Thwaites Collection, Tasmanian Archives. 

https://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-876

https://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-876


When at last we reached the island,

Everyone soon went ashore,

We were keen to step on dry land,

And the island to explore.

When a climber by a fraction,

Missed his footing and soon fell,

Search and Rescue went in action,

And the Aero Club as well.

Source: Jack Thwaites Collection, Tasmanian Archives 

https://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-1555

https://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-1555


It was wet when we departed,

It was wet when we returned,

But we all were quite down-hearted,

For the next trip we all yearned.

Submission from Shirlie Mitchell.
Source: Jack Thwaites Collection, Tasmanian Archives 

https://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-1555

https://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-1555


Source: Sheila Reynolds



DO YOU KNOW.... why SCNQ walks were started?

Two elderly ladies were finding SE walks a little too much for 
them and they felt they were holding up the group on a walk. 
They wanted to have a slow stroll with enough time to look for 
orchids or admire the flowers and the view. Rather than stop 
going on trips, Gladys Muddle and Marie Tregear put a note in 
the Circular suggesting a stroll at a slower pace, certainly not 
suitable for " Leg Stretchers" or those that wanted to go at a 
"good" pace. As an experiment they planned a walk at a 
slower pace and classified it as SCNQ (Senior Citizens Non 
Qualifying). The first SCNQ walk was along Milles Track on Mt 
Wellington and it was very successful so they could still have 
a short walk and lunch with friends. In later years the 
classification was changed to SNQ at 5km or less.

Denis Alexander wrote the following poem about SCNQ. It 
was printed in Tasmanian Tramp No.27.

Submission from Bob Wyatt



You greyhounds and tigers

With legs long and tough

Who despise the short-easy

And delight in long rough,

When you gleefully spring

Over steep, rocky track

With a twenty year heart

And a fifty pound pack, 

Spare a thought for the old folk

You storm past on the way,

They may travel slowly

But they too had their day.

That wiry old fellow

With pack worn and thin,

That spry grey-haired woman,

THEY PUT THE TRACK IN.

So don’t get too cocky,

It will happen to you, 

But you’ll always be welcome

On an S.C.N.Q.

SHORTER AND EASIER By Denis Alexander



Source: Jack Thwaites

Collection, Tasmanian 

Archives 

https://stors.tas.gov.au/N

S3195-1-3187

Hobart Walking Club party at 

Strickland Ave at start of the 36th 

anniversary walk to the Rock Cabin 

- Mt Wellington. 1965

https://stors.tas.gov.au/NS3195-1-3187

