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PURPOSE 

The purpose of this document is to outline key messages to be used in promoting Hobart Walking Club 

(HWC) interests to key land managers, State and Local Government and media. 

Key land managers have been identified as:  

• Tasmania Parks and Wildlife Service (PWS) 

• Sustainable Timber Tasmania  

• Tasmanian Local Councils 

• Hydro Tasmania 

Each message reflects key areas the Club want to improve about bushwalking in Tasmania in the future.  

Although only the President and Secretary or delegate are authorised to speak on behalf of the Club this 

document gives all Club Officers the information to communicate consistent key messages to our 

audiences.   

 

BACKGROUND 

In 2014 the initial document identifying the key messages to promote HWC interests was established. This 

document was endorsed by Club members and since then has been used successfully by the Executive 

Committee to highlight the key areas important to members across all audiences.  

Since 2014, successive Executive Committees have confirmed that the promotion of Club interests is an 

ongoing priority – lobbying relevant organisations and MPs and briefing the media to promote HWC 

interests.  

In 2020 the Executive Committee reviewed the key messages to confirm they continue to be relevant.  

 

KEY MESSAGES 

Access (roads and tracks)  

• As Tasmanians, we want continued and unfettered access to and amenity of our National Parks (and 

customary walker huts) and other reserve land – we oppose any additional access restrictions for 

bushwalkers. 

• We want access roads to recognised walking tracks which have traditionally been maintained by 

Forestry and other land managers to be maintained into the future. 

• We believe the solution to high usage damage is not to restrict access, but to improve tracks and 

facilities. 

• We want land managers to accept that trying to restrict bushwalking club groups to 8 or fewer is 

impractical and will not be accepted. 

• We want recognition of Tasmanian bushwalkers as traditional users. 

• We want decision-makers to resist commercialisation of National Parks where the development 

further restricts Tasmanian bushwalkers’ access. 

 

State of tracks 

• We are concerned about the state of walking tracks in Tasmania’s National Parks, State Forests and 

Reserves (as evidenced by many areas of deep mud holes on iconic walking tracks and many tracks 

being encroached by regrowth vegetation and fallen logs).  

• We are concerned about the state of basic facilities such as toilets in our National Parks. 

• The degradation of our parks is occurring while we pay significant Parks entry fees. 

• We would like Government funding to be adequate to maintain tracks, toilets, access and other 

basic facilities. 
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Fees 

• We believe Tasmanians should not pay extra fees for access to National Parks beyond the standard 

Parks entry fee. 

• We want the fee structure to recognise Tasmanian bushwalkers as traditional users, acknowledging 

that Tasmania is our ‘back yard’. 

• We would like greater transparency in monitoring and reporting how funds are spent, including 

revenue from Parks entry fees. 

 

Relationships with key land managers 

• We have a role to play in track maintenance.  We are keen to offer our services and would like land 

managers to better understand the value of what we offer, and accept our offers of work. 

• In addition to Club-only works, we would like a community partnership approach, with consultation 

and agreements between land managers and HWC which support HWC work on track maintenance 

both jointly with land managers and independently. 

• How can land managers best work with the HWC to facilitate improvements to tracks? 

• We would like land managers to identify key access points in their organisations to facilitate liaison 

with the HWC. 

• We would like better communication between PWS management and their staff on the ground, to 

ensure common understanding of policies and prevent misunderstandings between Parks Rangers 

and bushwalkers.  

 

Recognition of the value of land to and work done by the HWC / Tasmanian walkers  

• We want recognition of the immense value of the work done by Tasmanian walkers for land-

managers throughout Tasmania. 

• We want recognition that HWC / Tasmanian walkers care for and are good custodians of relevant 

public lands. 

• We want recognition of our history and connections to our national parks and reserves. 

• We will ask that Government policy and plans reflect and acknowledge that Tasmanians value and 

have need of access to our national parks and reserves, to a far greater extent than persons from 

outside Tasmania. 

 

Amenity 

We require retention of the overall character and enjoyment of the areas in which we walk. This includes:  

• retention of the physical or visible wilderness characteristics in those areas;  

• remoteness from noise and bustle of civilisation; 

• minimising of helicopter and low aeroplane flights; 

• retention or improvement of existing and historic infrastructure (tracks, river crossings, huts etc); 

• no tourist or other developments that diminish in any way the natural values of the areas, including 
visitor information facilities unless the visitor facilities are near the boundaries of the WHA.  


